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“Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!” 
 
We use this Easter Proclamation to begin worship not only on Easter Sunday, but throughout the season of Easter 
(which lasts until Pentecost Sunday). While it may seem a little unusual that we would proclaim Easter for so many 
Sundays in a row, for after all, the world around us has placed the Easter candy on the discount rack, packed away the 
Easter decorations and filled the shelves with items for the next commercial celebration (Mother’s Day), perhaps 
there’s a message in the proclamation, “Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” that we need to hear ... time after 
time after time again. 
 
The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, while an important historical reality in the past that changed the lives of 
those first resurrection witnesses, also, and perhaps more importantly, means that life at this very time has been irre-
versibly transformed.  And that story, that in Jesus God has transformed life itself, is a story that God’s world needs to 
hear often! 
 
According to the Gospel of John, on the day of the resurrection, after Mary Magdalene had seen the tomb and that the 
stone had been rolled away, Peter and his fellow disciple, known only as the “one Jesus loved,” ran to check out the 
situation. They saw that the tomb was empty and then returned to their homes, we’re told.  In other words, they 
packed up Easter and waited for the next holiday! 
 
Mary Magdalene, however, hangs around the tomb, has an encounter with the risen Jesus and then leaves the empty 
tomb and returns to the place where the disciples had gathered and tells them “I have seen the Lord!” (John 20:18) 
We, like Mary, need to be about hanging around the empty tomb, encountering the risen Jesus, and telling the world 
how we have “seen the Lord.” 
 
The story of Jesus’ resurrection is a hope-filled story that tells the world that death does not have the last word ... that 
separation does not have the last word ... but in fact ... God has the last word.  This is good news to us and to everyone 
that we might meet. It’s news that we can’t help but share.   
 
So as we gather for worship during the season of Easter, as we remember all that God went through to get to the res-
urrection, let us boldly take to the streets, head out to the mall, the ball field or any place that we travel and tell the 
world, “I have seen the Lord!” 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Mike 

First Lutheran on Facebook 

While First has had a Facebook page for some time, we’ve been giving it particular emphasis since last 
October when we celebrated Social Media Sunday.  Our Facebook page has experienced renewed activity 

as we use it to share devotional materials as well as communicating what God has going on here at First. 
 
This past Holy Week and Easter, posts for all worship services invited folks to join us for worship. While most of these 
posts were at no cost, we did invest $50 in the post from Easter. It was then delivered to people (even those not asso-
ciated with First Lutheran) within Ellicott City. We reached 1,103 people in various age groups (the majority in the 45-
54 and 55-64 age ranges). 
 
If you are on Facebook and you’ve already liked our page, thank you. If you haven’t yet connected with us, you can like 
us here: https://www.facebook.com/First-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-143823785640557/?ref=bookmarks. 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Cathy Rice, council@firstlutheranec.org 

Caring for Creation 

 
Caring for Creation is one possibility for mission expansion that came up in our recent strategic planning discussions.  
Every week during worship, we say a prayer petition on caring for God’s creation.  The ELCA adopted a social statement 
on caring for creation in 1993.  It is available on the ELCA website.  
 
Here are some of things that we already have going on: 
 
Frederick Road Clean-Up:  Yes, this has more to do with the environment than you might think.  The garbage that ac-
cumulates on the side of the road gets washed down the storm drain; where it dumps out directly into Plumtree 
Branch of the Little Patuxent River.  The next scheduled clean-up day is Saturday, May 7th from 9-11am. Please join us. 

 
Conversion to LED lighting:  We recently entered into an agreement with BGE to convert the lights in the parking lot to 
LED.  This will reduce our energy consumption footprint and save us money. 

 
Construction of Rain Gardens:  We have been working with a non-profit group to evaluate and design rain gardens at 
the Underoak parsonage.  If the plans are acceptable, we would be installing them in a few months.   

 
A few other things have come up recently where additional help is needed: 
 
Stormwater Management – For a few reasons, we need to evaluate the water flow on our property.  There are several 
opportunities to apply for grant money and free services due to our non-profit status.   

 
Trees/Landscaping – For the past several years we have been dealing with large trees falling over.  In the future, more 
trees will be lost.  This would be a good time to look at plans for more environmentally-friendly landscaping such as 
natural habitats for butterflies and vegetation that matches the growing conditions on the property. 

 
Finally, there are many faith-based environmental programs that we could participate in.  For example, Interfaith Part-
ners for the Chesapeake offers free visioning sessions for faith communities interested in developing a spiritually-based 
“green ministry”.  Creation Justice Ministries works nationally to advocate for issues such as food justice and green 
buildings.  GreenFaith provides tools to help religious institutions and their members adopt sustainable consumption 
habits.  
 
Take some time to appreciate God’s gifts of nature and contact me with your thoughts. 
 
Prayerfully Yours, 
Cathy Rice 
 
 
GENESIS 1: “ 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” 



UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 
 
We continue to provide all disciples an opportunity to participate in the ELCA’s Always Be-
ing Made New Campaign. As a reminder, this multi-year campaign endeavors to gather 
financial resources (the goal is $198 million dollars) to expand ministry in four areas: 
 

Congregations (accompanying and equipping congregations in renewal efforts; planting new congrega-
tions; expanding ministries with people with disabilities -- $16 million) 

 
Leadership (growing the endowment fund which provides scholarships to seminarians; expanding min-

istries with youth and young adults -- $19 million) 
 

Hunger and Poverty (supporting our work to solve challenges that perpetuate hunger and poverty; 
overcome malaria -- $130 million) 

 
Global Church (increasing the number of young adults able to participate in a year of global service; 

providing scholarships to 200 additional women leaders from our global companion churches; initi-
ating new evangelism ministries in Africa, Asia and Latin America -- $33 million) 

 
At the whole church level, the campaign recently completed its second year and reports receipt of $80 mil-
lion dollars in cash gifts and commitments.  Additionally, the ELCA has received another $17 million dollars in 
planned gift commitments towards the campaign’s priorities. 
 
At First, our multi-year goal is to collect offerings of $75,000 between September 1, 2015 and January 31, 
2019.  Each quarter, we focus on one of the campaign ministry areas.  Currently that emphasis is on Congre-
gations (see above).  You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, 
or using either the special envelope included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envel-
ops found in the pew racks. 
 
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated! 
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It’s Back!  

Noisy Offering  

May 22, 2016 

 

The ministry emphasis for our synod’s upcoming assembly is fighting hunger. One of the ways we’re working 
to fight hunger is by providing congregations an opportunity to participate in a synod-wide “noisy offering.”  
So, on May 22, 2016 at both the 8:00 and the 10:30 services, we’ll be collecting a noisy offering (bring your 
collected change to worship that morning) which will then be taken with us to this year’s synod assembly. 
We did this last year and were able to offer to our synod’s Malaria Campaign an offering of $946.17.  We can 
meet or exceed that amount this year for sure! 

 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS FOR MARCH 2016 
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The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on April 20th.  In addition to hearing reports from 
various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 

 

Council approved, by email vote, the following to be received into membership on Sunday April 17th:   

Claudia and Gene Oaksmith, Lynn and Thomas Smoot, Kenneth Suhr and Carrie Nicholson. 

 

The newly formed IT Team has been meeting, and will make financially feasible recommendations that can 
enhance the technology at FELC. 

 

A Communications Task Force has been formed, and will be looking into communication needs and strate-
gies. 

 

The Nominating Committee has two members of the congregation who are interested in serving on Council 
in the coming year.  All bios of candidates and incumbent Council members will be sent out to the congrega-
tion two weeks prior to the Semi Annual Meeting.  Elections for Council will be held at the Semi Annual 
Meeting. 

 

As part of an information packet, a document outlining proposed changes to the FELC constitution will be 
mailed to members.  A vote on the proposed changes will be taken at the Semi Annual Meeting May 22nd. 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
 

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, First Lutheran relies on your regular contributions.  We 
appreciate the efforts of congregation members to make consistent donations throughout the year—especially 
during popular winter and summer travel periods.  
 
Automating your financial commitments means your contributions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted 
basis.   
 
Please prayerfully consider electronic giving.   
 
To set up a recurring giving schedule, go to our website (www.firstlutheranec.org) and look for the “Simply Giv-
ing form” found under the “Most Popular” section on our home page or call the church office at 410-465-2977. 
Send your completed form to our Financial Secretary (Wade Wray) at the church office.   
 
Want to discuss the program with a member that uses Simply Giving?  Let us know and we’ll connect you. 
Questions, please email finsec@firstlutheranec.org. 



PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
GGrant@firstlutheranec.org 
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Pouring Out of  the Spirit 
 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” – Acts 2:17 

 
This is one of my favorite passages from the Book of Acts. Peter quotes the prophet Joel as he begins his first Spirit-
emboldened sermon to the crowd gathered in Jerusalem. On that first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the 
entire community of believers as Jesus had promised. We are reminded every Pentecost that the Holy Spirit is still be-
ing poured out upon us every moment as we continue God’s work in the world. 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, May 15, six young men and women, who have completed their confirmation studies, will be 
asked to come forward at the 10:30 worship service to affirm their Baptism. At both services, our prayers of interces-
sion will be prayed in different languages – Korean, Japanese, Italian, Spanish, Swahili, German, Tagalog, Vietnamese, in 
addition to English. Empowered by the Spirit, we bear witness to God’s activity in multiple languages and in the varied 
spiritual gifts we share to build up the body of Christ wherever God has planted us. 
 
As I write this, I am preparing to leave for Chicago to attend the 13th Assembly of the Association of Asians and Pacific 
Islanders-ELCA. As of February this year, I had assumed the position of president upon the resignation of the former 
president. With close to 100 participants attending, it will be an amazing experience to witness how the Holy Spirit 
works as people from different ethnic groups from all over the US come together – Chinese, Laotians, Indians, Koreans, 
Japanese, Cambodians, Hmong, Indonesians, Thais, and Filipinos. Representatives from other ethnic associations 
(European, Arab-American, Native American, Latino, and African descent) will come to bring their greetings and offer 
support. Together we will reflect on what Reformation and Renewal means in the Asian American Ministry context.  
 
As an Asian pastor in Howard County, I wonder what that means for us as a congregation serving a community where 
there is a large population of Asians and which is increasingly becoming more multicultural. As the Holy Spirit continues 
to be poured out upon us, may we, like Peter and the disciples, be filled with new energy, joy, and inspiration as we 
become instruments of grace in our community and the world! 

Welcome to Lutheran Village of Miller’s Grant! 
 

Twelve years since its inception, Lutheran Village at Miller’s Grant officially 
opened on Friday, April 15, becoming the first continuing care retirement com-
munity in Maryland in seven years. Pastor Mike opened with an invocation 
while Pastor Gigie was among those who stood with our fellow First Lutheran 
disciple Paul Miller for the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Carroll Lutheran Village 

Chaplain and former First Lutheran Associate Pas-
tor Jimmie Schwartz offered the closing prayer.   
 
So far, over 80 residents have already moved in, including several of our fellow First Luther-
an disciples. The project includes 205 apartments, 36 duplex and single family homes, 20 
assisted living suites and 12 skilled nursing rooms. The 50-acre property along with $1 mil-
lion were donated by the Miller family to Carroll Lutheran Village in 2005 to build the retire-
ment community.  
 
“It has been a dream of the Miller family for years,” Paul says. “This was [my father’s] way 
to give something back to the community. 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

May 1st- FLAMES meeting from 6:30-7:30pm in the Social Hall   

May 8th- Mother’s Day Craft Event at 9am in the Social Hall  

May 15th- Last Day of Sunday School  

May 15th- Church Picnic  

 

MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  

May 14th- Confirmation Banquet (please contact me for more details)  

May 15th- Confirmation Sunday at 10:30am service  

May 16th- Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Parlor  

May 22nd- Youth Group “End of School Year” Party- 6-8pm in the Social Hall  

 

Mother’s Day Craft Event  

Every year on Mother’s Day, we host a craft event for all Sunday School kids. As always, the event will 

be held downstairs in the Social Hall at 9:15 a.m. All fathers, grandfathers, and men of the church are 

being asked to come and help the kids with the crafts. Moms get the day off! See you there!!  

 

 

Church Picnic  

Games and face painting will be provided during the picnic for any kids, youth, or adults who would like to participate! 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- Surf Shack(beach theme) June 20-24  

Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love at our Surf Shack VBS! Our VBS is open to all children 3 

years old through 5th grade (must be 3 by June 15 and starting 5th grade in Fall 2016). VBS will 

take place from 9am-12pm. Registration Fee is $25/child with $50 max/family (checks payable 

to FLC). Registration deadline is June 12th. For registration forms, please check out our church 

website or see Lauren Gray.  

 

 

Youth Mission Trip 2016  

This summer, our middle and high school youth will be heading to Steubenville, Ohio from 

July 10-15. We are attending a week-long YouthWorks mission trip to serve and build rela-

tionships with this small urban community. We will be serving through painting, cleaning, 

and yard work and also leading kids in programs such as Bible lessons, games, crafts and 

reading. THANK YOU to the congregation for supporting us through our many fundraisers 

and please pray for these youth as they take this journey to grow more in their faith and 

serve others through the love of Jesus Christ!  

Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 
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“Alleluias” abound this Easter season in praise of the risen Christ. Let us also praise the singers, ringers, and instrumen-
talists who made our Easter Day worship so festive. And at the heart of our sung praise is the congregation who lifts 
its communal voice in song. “This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!”  
 
Adding to the festivity of this season is the celebration of the 20th anniversary of our wonderful worship space. Just 
think of the millions of harmonies and rhythms that have filled the space in the last twenty years! And the millions of 
words of praise, prayer, and lament that have been sung within those walls. I like to think of our music and words as 
not dying out once they have been uttered but, rather, that they ascend and keep swirling around in the highest por-
tion of the tower and beyond. We have a great legacy of meaningful worship and strong music here at FELC. Let’s cele-
brate the past and continue to do our best for the present and future. One of the Eucharistic prayers states it so well: 
“We give you thanks, not as we ought but as we are able.” 
 
Our choir rehearsals continue until mid-May:  
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building 
 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room 
 
Keep singing!  Wayne 

 

Pictures from Transformers Middle School Retreat:  

 

 

      Easter Blessings!  

      Lauren 

THE FELC KIDS’ SUMMER MUSICAL is being held from August 1st-5th from 9AM-1PM (M-F) with a performance on 
Sunday August 7th at 9:15AM. This year’s musical is “Elijah! God’s Faithful Prophet” by Mark Patterson. This is open to 
students entering 2nd grade through middle school (members of FELC and friends). Join us in telling 
the fascinating story of Elijah through singing, acting, and dancing! Fee (to cover costumes and sets): $20/student or 
$30/family. Registration and Volunteer forms are available in the Fellowship Center or on our website. Please direct 
questions to Joshua Hughes: jkhughes02@aol.com  

mailto:jkhughes02@aol.com


8 

Congratulations to Diane Hauk and Barbara Bergquist! 
 

They were recipients of the 2016 Delaware-Maryland Synod Conference Awards for Significant Lay Ministry held at Car-
roll Lutheran Village on Sunday, April 17, 2016. The Significant Lay Ministry Awards recognize ministry efforts by lay 
persons who have had a significant impact for Jesus in their service, care and compassion for others.  
 
For the last 8 years, Diane and Barb (and their families), led our annual “Angel Tree” ministry.  Each year during the 
season of Advent, they invited the congregation to select an individual “Angel Tree” ornament from a Christmas tree in 
our narthex. Each ornament contains a wish list of gifts from a disadvantaged child who otherwise would have received 
no gifts for Christmas.  Once the gifts are in, they engage the Youth Ministry to get together for pizza and wrap up the 
gifts.  
 
The Angel Tree ministry distributes gifts to approximately 125 children every year. Specifically, the children are resi-
dents of the Regional Institute for Children and Adolescents (RICA-Baltimore), or are receiving services at Grassroots 
Crisis Intervention Center (Columbia, MD), Head Start (Howard County), or Women, Infant and Children Program (WIC-
Howard County). Each year, we have received a number of touching notes from children who say they are so surprised 
that anyone cares about them, and that they appreciated receiving our messages of hope.  
 
Thank you to all who continue to support this ministry! 

HILLTOPPERS 
 
Hilltoppers began in 1999 as a social ministry for senior citizen members of First Lutheran.  Ed Derreth faithfully served 
as president of the group from 2008, following the resignation of Pastor Glenn Ludwig, until 2015.  Robert Sanders has 
served as president for the past two years.  Over this 18 year period, Hilltoppers was a successful ministry: holding 
monthly meetings, inviting quest speakers, hosting Sunday coffee hours, attending Christmas programs at the Meyer-

hoff Symphony Hall in Baltimore, and enjoying several bus excursions.  Unfortunately, over the 
past several months interest in the ministry has declined significantly and has diminished to the 
point where Hilltoppers can no longer be considered a viable ministry for First Lutheran.  I 
would like to express my thanks to all of you that have contributed your time and talents to 
making Hilltoppers a successful ministry.  I would also like to express my disappointment that 
Hilltoppers must come to an end.  However, it is not possible to have a ministry that is not sup-

ported by the members of First Lutheran.  For those of you that are interested in future bus excursions, The Ellicott City 
Senior Center offers numerous bus excursions throughout the year.  Contact Perla D’Amico: phone 410-442-5806 or 
email classicwanderers@gmail.com. 
 
        Robert Sanders 
        President, Hilltoppers 

New Facebook page for First Lutheran Preschool 

We all know that a picture is worth a thousand words.  Now you can see God's Love shining through the smiles and 
fun times captured in photos on First Lutheran Preschool's Facebook Page!  Search for First Lutheran Preschool 
Ellicott City, and remember to like our page!  Many families find us online. This is an easy way to promote our won-
derful school to your neighbors and Facebook friends.   

mailto:classicwanderers@gmail.com


June 6-10 

Under the Sea—Discover ocean 

life, both real and pretend. We 

will read books about the sea, 

learn about all kinds of fish, 

make sea crafts, and (if weather 

permits) water play outside on 

our playground! 

 

June 13-17 

Indoor Camp-out—Each day friends 

will pretend to go camping in the 

safety of our preschool classrooms. 

Play inside real tents, make s’mores, 

sing camp songs, make crafts, and go 

for a hike in the woods on our campus. 

 

July 11-15 

Preschool Olympics— 

Come to our preschool 

Olympics!  This week is full 

of physical activities for 

children who like to jump, dance, run, stretch, and 

play.  We will make our own medals for our closing 

ceremony on Friday. 

 

July 18-22 

Super Heroes—We’ll pretend to be 

super heroes, and we’ll meet some real 

super heroes like fire fighters and 

emergency medical technicians.  This 

camp offers lots of time for dramatic 

play and making our own costumes. 

Ages 3-5 years! 

Monday-Friday  

9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Price: $78 per week 

 

Please complete the camp 

application and return it  

with your payment to the 

Preschool Office.   

 

Sign up today! 

 

410-465-5977 

3604 Chatham Road 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Summer Camp 

Refunds will only be provided if First Lutheran Preschool cancels a camp due to low enrollment. 
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 

 
Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 10th at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. Doris Ann Hauser will present 
“Mother’s of the Bible,” followed by a Mother’s Day Trivia game. All FLC members and friends are very wel-
come to join us. We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to our fellowship. For further infor-
mation, call Eleanor Grieb, 443-304-2772 or Kena Turney, 410-740-4970. 
 
Dorcas Circle will meet May 17 at 10:00 a.m. After a brief business meeting we will enjoy our annual trip. 
For more information, contact Betty Karabanof at 410-461-6512. 
 
 

Flip Flops for Grass Roots 
 

During the month of May we will be collecting Flip Flops for Howard County’s shel-
ter for families, Grassroots. All sizes from children to adults are needed. Last year 
we delivered 100 pairs of flip flops. When we delivered them the worker from 
Grassroots commented “these are all new.” Something as simple as this means 
something special to those receiving them. 
 
 

Year End Dinner 
 

 
Our year end Potluck Dinner is June 6, 2016  at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Center. Watch the weekly bul-
letins for more information. 
 

 
 

Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits 
 

Last year the Women of First Lutheran 
and the Sewing Circle delivered 16 Per-
sonal Care Kits, 6 School Kits and 70 
Quilts to the distribution center in New 
Windsor. Using Lutheran World Relief’s 
tracking system, we followed our gifts 
to: 
 

     Quilts     Ukraine 
     Personal Care Kits    Angola 
     School Kits     Serbia 
 

This year we delivered 24 School Kits and will be tracking them again. 
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Recovering from Losses in Life: 

A Grief Support Class 

Tuesdays in May, 7 pm 

in the Library 
 

“There is a light in the world, a healing spirit, more powerful than any darkness we may encounter.  We sometimes 
lose sight of this force, when there is so much suffering, too much pain.  Then suddenly, the Spirit will emerge through 
the lives of ordinary people who care and answer in extraordinary ways.”      
        Mother Theresa 

 

Losses come in different forms – the death of a loved one, divorce, leaving home, changing jobs, broken friendships, 
or life transitions.  Grief is a normal response to loss. This class offers insights and tools to understand and cope with 
grief and loss. It gives its participants permission to grieve in a supportive, healing environment as they open up to 
opportunities for change, growth and new insight.  

 

To register, please contact Pastor Gigie at ggrant@firstlutheranec.org. or call 410-465-2977. 

Semi-Annual  
Frederick Road Cleanup 

 

 

Our semi-annual clean-up of the 
three miles of Frederick Road for 
which we are responsible is scheduled for Satur-
day 07 May 2016 from 9-11 am.  Volunteers are 
needed.  Great project for high school community 
service credit in addition to just being a good thing 
to do.  Please sign up on the Ministry Opportunities 
bulletin board near the restrooms, adjacent to the 
narthex.  Howard County requires youth younger 
than 18 who participate to have a Parental Permis-
sion signature.  Any questions, please call Rich Funke 
at 410-992-8015 (e-mail:  rhfunke@aol.com).  

 

Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, May 2, 2016 

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

Can’t sew?  If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us! 

 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 

(downstairs) 

      Nursing Home Worship Service 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016  

10:30 a.m. departure 

            We return about 11:30 

     Meet at the church to carpool. 

Please join us. 

 
Deadline for articles and activities for 
the June issue of The Messenger is 
Monday, May 9, 2016.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and  
include the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 

mailto:rhfunke@aol.com


Men’s Bible Study  
and Fellowship Group  

 

Friday, May 20 at 7:30  a.m. 
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 

 
This is an informal group that will discuss the bible, 
pray, share stories and generally, have a good time 
while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s 
work and spread his word. Future meetings will con-
tinue to be on the 3rd Friday of each month.  
 
For more information contact Jay Zumbrun at  
443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at 410-465-2977. 
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FAITH AND FILM SERIES 
 

“The Cup” 
Wednesday, May 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

                     In the Fellowship Center 
 
The Cup is the story of a group of young Tibetan boys living 
with monks in a remote monastery at the foot of the 
Himalayas in Northern India. One of these boys, the 
tenacious and rebellious 14 year old Orgyen is obsessed 
with the World Cup Soccer series and goes to great lengths 
to follow the games. The monastery’s disciplinarian must 
decide how to deal with the introduction of modern 
Western influences into their traditional monastic lifestyle. 
Filmed in the actual monastery with a cast of mostly 
Tibetan monks. Rated G, 94 minutes. Refreshments 
provided by the Fellowship Committee. 

Semi—Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

 

May 22, 2016 
 11:30 a.m. 

Election of new council members 
Approval of revised Congregational Constitution 

He has made everything beautiful in its time.  ( Ecc. 3:11) 

 

Calling all artists and  
craftspeople! 

 
First Lutheran’s Art Show was so well 
received two years ago that we’re 
doing it again – on Sunday, October 
16. We’re currently in search of peo-
ple who are willing to display samples 
of their handiwork in “God’s work. 
Our hands: Art in the Parish.” If you 
are a First Lutheran adult, male or 

female, and you enjoy painting or sculpture, woodwork-
ing, fabric crafts, needlework (knitting, crocheting, crew-
el, etc.), scrapbooking, photography, jewelry making, 
crafts, bookmaking, flower arranging or any other art, 
please consider sharing your talents with the congrega-
tion. 
 
All we’re asking for now is an expression of interest at 
flcartshow@gmail.com or 410.465.3520. Tell us your 
name, email address, phone number and type of art 
you’d like to display. We’ll email you a packet of de-
tailed information, including a contract to sign if you 
decide to commit to participating. 
 
The deadline for expressing interest is Sunday, May 29 
(Memorial Day weekend), which will be here before you 
know it. New this year: an Orientation Meeting for all 
artists, to be held Sunday, June 5, your choice of 9:15 
a.m. or 11:45 a.m. 
 
The previous art show was so successful that we’re an-
ticipating lots of response. It will be staged again in the 
Fellowship Center, so space is limited. Artists will be ac-
cepted on a first-come, first-displayed basis, so let us 
know TODAY that you’re interested!  

(flcartshow@gmail.com or 410.465.3520) 

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran 

To receive our weekly e-letters and church announcements 

through email, go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  
 

www.firstlutheranec.org and look for the button 

 
SIGN UP NOW  

 

Fill in your name and email address. 

That’s all there is to it!! 

Your talent is God’s gift to you. 

What you do with it  

is your gift back to God. 
Leo Buscaglia 

mailto:flcartshow@gmail.com
mailto:flcartshow@gmail.com


MEMORIAL GIFTS AND HONARIUMS 

Pastor Herbert M Payne Scholarship Fund   as of March 31, 2016 
In memory of Mary Jane Crass by Charles Crass 
 
Rev. Glenn and Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund 
In honor of Glenn and Stella Ludwig 
 
Youth Ministry Fund 
In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 

Meet our Newest Disciples received on Sunday, April 17, 2016 
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Here is a brief bio for each one. Let’s make them feel welcome in our faith family! 
 
Claudia and Gene Oaksmith both grew up in Annapolis and got married at St. Martin’s Lutheran 
Church, Annapolis. They later became active members of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd in Bel Air, MD. Gene had been a council president while Claudia was involved in finance and 
bookkeeping. They sang in the choir and played in the Bell Choir. They both enjoy playing golf and 
reading.  Gene also enjoys running while Claudia loves to sew. 

 
 
 
Lynn and Tom Smoot recently moved to Howard County from Mechanicsville, MD to be closer to 
their four children and nine grandchildren. Lynn is a band and orchestra director and loves music. 
She substitute teaches in Howard County Public Schools and has a private studio in her home 
where she teaches piano, clarinet and strings. Tom follows the Redskins and the Baltimore Orioles. 
He enjoys doing crossword puzzles and reading. 
 
 

Kenneth Suhr is a relatively new Christian and is eager to learn more about Lutheranism.  He was 
baptized three years ago at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Bethesda, MD and describes himself as 
“an open-minded individual with a great interest in spirituality.” Kenneth and his wife Yesung 
come from Seoul, South Korea. They moved to Ellicott City because of the excellent school sys-
tem in Howard County. They have one adult son, Lawrence.  
 

PARISH REGISTER  

Baptism of: 
Sawyer Jean Marie Digman, daughter of Ray and Nancy (Kotowski) Digman IV,  
     born March 9, 2016, baptized April 17, 2016 
 

Funeral of: 
Laurie D. Dixon on April 16, 2016 
Chafin L. Louia, on April18, 2016  
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To the Social Ministry Committee—From the Pangani Lutheran Children Center 
 
Greetings from PLCC and I hope that this email finds you well. 
 
I am writing this email to thank you personally and the entire team which is working on raising money for 
educating the girls registered at PLCC. 
 
We received your email informing us about the donation with great joy. 
 
Now, I am very very happy to inform you that the 8,000 US$ has been transferred to the PLCC accounts 
since April 6th. Once again thank you. 
 
With the increasing number of children joining secondary schools we were starting getting worried, but for 
now we are walking with our faces shining.  
 
In January this year 13 girls ages 15 and 17 years old joined secondary schools and seven children ages 
between 6 years and 12 years were rescued from the streets. Thank you for participating in making this 
possible. 
 
Dear Brothers and Sister of the First Lutheran Church of Ellicott City, please know that it is because of your 
continuous support that five children who were educated through PLCC, they now able to live on their 
own. 
 
We pray that the loving and caring God continues to bless you abundantly. 
 
With high regards 
Mary Mshana 

THANK YOU  

A High Five Thank You  

to Debbie Row and Joe & Carol 

Sczblewski for the donations of 

new flags for our parking lot. 

First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  
Phone Number 
(for evenings and weekends only) 

 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”  
Proverbs 22:6   
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From “Lutheran Basics for Teachers” by Beth Ann Gaede and Margaret Marcrander. 

Copyright 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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